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Cactus Smart Sink® Wins DEA Approval 
Narcotic disposal device is the right technology at the right time as new DEA rule takes effect 

 
 

Charleston SC, September 30, 2014 – Executives and associates of Charleston SC-based Cactus, LLC 

are celebrating a new rule enacted by the United States Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA). The 

rule, announced on September 9, 2014, pertains to the safe, permanent, verifiable, and eco-friendly 

destruction of unused narcotics. The rule also makes recommendations regarding the approved 

technology to compete the task. 

 

The Right Technology 

According to the DEA, the preferred technology is the Cactus Smart Sink®. The specially designed device 

receives narcotic tablets, liquids and patches in such a way that they cannot be retrieved. Then, using 

proprietary chemical processes, the Smart Sink distils the narcotics into an inert, semi-solid state for 

disposal. 

 

Prescription Drug Diversion and Abuse 

According to Cactus CEO Dave Maness, the Smart Sink was an idea whose time had come. “Prescription 

drug abuse is a growing problem,” Maness explains. “Unfortunately, the hospital environment became 

one of the pipelines feeding that problem. Leftover narcotics were being disposed of improperly, such as 

into those red sharps containers, which weren’t designed for that. The drugs could later be retrieved and 

used illicitly.”  

 

Environmental Concerns 

Even when drugs were not being diverted illicitly, disposal was a problem. At home or in the medical 

facility, the toilet was a common solution. Other practices included fouling the drugs with cat litter for 

landfill disposal. “And that,” says Maness, “was causing a lot concern in the environmental community – 

as it should. I believe our eco-friendly Go Green technology is another reason our system has earned this 

designation from the DEA.” 
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Law Dictates, Technology Facilitates 

The DEA action was primarily an attempt to encourage patients to dispose of narcotics properly, and to 

compel medical facilities to accept the drugs. Ultimately the idea evolved to finding technology to allow 

facilities to dispose of the drugs in a safe, secure, and verifiable manner. The Smart Sink fits the bill. It 

requires two nurses to complete; the typical protocol of Witness and Waste. One enters the patient, drug 

and nursing information, and the other witnesses. The drugs go in, they can’t be retrieved, and chemical 

process begins.  

 

Convincing the Nursing Staff 

“They say that great technologies live or die on the nursing floor,” Maness explains. “I can tell you that 

nurses like the security and verifiability of it. They appreciate our Go Green technology. And they love its 

efficiency. In our real world motion studies, their Witness and Waste time was cut in half.”   

 

Looking to the Future 

As the DEA rule takes effect, Cactus has already placed the Smart Sink in 800 facilities in 49 states.  

What does the future hold? “It took long time to develop the idea and build our name to where we are the 

premier brand in the business,” Maness recalls. “This new rule is nothing short of a blanket approval of 

the Smart Sink. We’re honored but we aren’t resting. A national rollout is underway.” 

 

About Cactus, LLC 

Cactus, LLC is based in Charleston SC and provides go green technology for hospital pharmaceutical 

waste.  The innovative Smart Sink® system provides an alternative to drain disposal for pharmaceutical 

waste.  Smart Sinks are usually located near medication dispensing systems and help force proper waste 

compliance while preventing disposal in red sharps containers or down the drain.   


